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A Word | Special thanks to Candace Payne, author of the new Bible study,
frow | Defiant Joy, for the following article on Defiant Joy!

the
Pastor| “Christians should be the happiest people we

know. Agree? Yet, | have felt for a while now that doesn’t
seem to be the general consensus...and maybe you’ve felt it, too. Why is that? Why
is it that the people who claim to have found true joy and abundant life in the person
of Jesus Christ don'’t reflect it in their faces, attitudes, thoughts, business dealings or
home environments? Listen, | getit. | really do. It's hard, y’all.

Like the famous quote from the movie, Forest Gump:

Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re gonna get.

Have you ever woken up in a great mood, ready to take on the day, and then after
one unexpected let down, disappointment, or choice, you find yourself becoming a
yelling “mommy monster” to your kids, and a “negative Nancy” to everyone

else? Life derails our positivity and joy like nothing else. And, more than often, we
cave to whatever circumstances are thrown our way.

Now, just to be clear, before someone reading this makes an assumption that
you have to “fake it ‘til you make it,” | am not saying you need to plaster on a
false smile. When you fake it, you begin a downward spiral that leads to shame that
will ultimately entrap your joy. So, | want to propose something different to you today:
Faith it until you make it.

It may seem like a gross understatement, but seriously... apply what you believe
about Jesus and the abundant life He offers to your day by trusting and obeying Him.

Yes.

Trust and obey.

Can it be that simple to find and experience a life full of joy?
Trust and obey?

That’s it?! Y’all. Yes. That's it.



http://links.zondervancorporation.mkt4728.com/ctt?kn=6&ms=NTU2MzE3NzYS1&r=NTY1NTkwNTM0MTMS1&b=0&j=MTMwMzk4NjU5NQS2&mt=1&rt=0

A Word | This isn’t varsity team theology, here. This is the basics. It’s
from | 101 in the scope of becoming a Christ-follower. Either you

the | trust Him at His Word and then do what it says, or you
Pastor don’t.

| cannot tell you anything different than what | believe is the secret to actually
experiencing the abundant life Jesus promised in John 10:10.

“...I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The greatest way | am learning to live a life full of freedom and joy that defies my
circumstances, is to simply lean in and trust what Jesus has already promised.

I think we all would do better to pray prayers that ask God to increase
our faith before He increases our joy.

We all want joy. We all want to feel happy. Shoot, we want all the things, right? Who
doesn’t? It's ingrained in us that we have an inalienable right to our pursuit of
happiness. And, yet somewhere, we discover it isn’t all roses, sunshine, and
rainbows. But, if you’ve put your trust in Jesus and His Word, He gives us the hope
and counter actions we need to fight back.

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an
opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance
has a chance to grow. So, let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed,
you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. — James 1:2-4 NLT emphasis
added by yours truly

Don’t think your troubles have to be major life detours to derail your joy. Any kind of
trouble that comes your way is a moment to test your faith, increase your endurance,
and an opportunity for great joy!

Trust that God already knows what you need.

Reframe your thinking when you face troubles of this life: they are not
distractions; they are opportunities.

It's high time that we show this world a better depiction of true joy.

Even the psalmist wrote:




~. A Word | Many are saying, ‘Who will show us any good?’ Lift up the
from light of Your countenance upon us, O Lord! You have put
the gladness in my heart... — Psalm 4:6-7 NLT

If we are going to ever show this world any good, or the
gladness that Jesus has put in our hearts, we have to see the light of His counte-
nance upon us. And, | don’'t know about you, but His countenance has seemed pret-
ty rigid, harsh, and serious for far too long as demonstrated by the lack of faith from
those who belong to Him.

So, what do you say, friend? Let’s change the times.
May we faith it until we make it so.
Endurance will leave us lacking no good thing.

There will be no end to the opportunities we discover to laugh it up, embrace free-
dom, and experience defiant joy!”

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with
their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:
.10 find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

Howard Thurman




AB University, Faculty, staff, and students
Jeff Allen’s cousin’s family
Barbour County Homeless
Vernon Barley
Phil Bowers and other officials
Panthea and Constance Brown
Mike Burr
Gwen Carpenter
Celebrate Recovery
Code Blue
Jamie Deem
Noah Findley
Bill Golden
Tommy Knotts Family
Leadership
Local ministries
Judy Mossburg
Kenny & Patty Phillips
Karen Riffle
Margaret Salimi
Shrri Sams Family
Dawn Scheick
Stevie Seago
George Sommer
Sara Stout
Cindy Strakal
Sue Thompson
Jim Warfuel
Austin & Germain Whitman
PBC Abide Youth

difficulties.

war and violence throughout our country.

Praises
Brad Allen
David Findley
Christina Wentz

Unspoken requests for family members, unsaved people,
community concerns, job and home loss, financial

Also, in need of prayer: Our nation, state, and country
leaders and officials. Please pray for victims of crime,

'PRAY

or. Our Mlgélonanes Around the World.

Pray for these missionary families serving
around the world:
The Myers in Mexico

The Aragons in Mexico

The Smiths in Haiti

The Vances in Kenya

The Orners in Madagascar

The Reeds in Bolivia

Debbie Mulneix consultant for International
Ministries

KHemembey
Our
Shut-Ins

Blair Marks (VA Nurs

Vangie Shaffer & Chri
(Mansfield Place),

&Whitman (Texas) Aus
(Talbott)

\

Pray for protection for milit

their families throughout the
serving our country:

Captain Aaron C

Tim Jenkins,

Brian Lundel

Corporal Anthony P

Amber Underw



Weekly Events

Sundays Sunday School 9:15am
AM Worship 10:30am

Mondays Celebrate Recovery Praise Team Practice 4:45pm
Celebrate Recovery 6:30pm

Tuesdays Women'’s Bible Study (@ Sarah Cobb’s 12:45pm
house)

Wednesdays Midweek Service 6pm
Chancel Choir Practice 7:15pm

Children’s Volunteer Watch and Teach Calendar for January

January 7th  January 14th January 21st January 28th
Nursery Wanda & Jim  Rebekah Hicks & Zvezdana Vlasic Cheryl Wolfe &
Steele Margaret Salimi & Bonnie Hannah Dixon
Daugherty
Children’s Kelly Bracey & Koreen & Thomas Sarah, Pete & Crystal & Wes
Church Jennifer Weyandt Villers Sam Ferguson Gray
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Men'’s Prayer
Breakfast
on January 6th at
7:30AM at the
Medallion

3- Elizabeth Sweet
4- Elizabeth Withers
9- Robert Digman
9-Sue LoBello

10- Petar Vlasic

10- Jeff Allen

17- Marija Sommer
19- Saige Cline

20- Linda Long

23- Dennis Stull

All year end reports need to be to the church office by Janu-
ary 15" so they can be ready for the Annual meeting on
January 21st
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New flower sign-up sheets are available. If you would like

to purchase one of the vases of flowers that are in the front

of the sanctuary every Sunday, you may sign up in the blue

folder in the narthex. The cost is $10 and you can take the

flowers to enjoy. We just ask that you bring back the vases
to return to the florist.




PHILIPPI BAPTIST CHURCH

OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - 2018

MODERATOR

Glenn Sweet (2018)

VICE MODERATOR

Gerald Fogg (2019)

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Clarence Wright (2019)

ASSISTANT FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Craig Cobb (2018)

TREASURER

Jacob Steele (2018)

ASSISTANT TREASURER

Jeff Allen (2019)

CLERK

Carolyn Davis(2019)

TERM EXPIRING 2018

TERM EXPIRING 2019

TERM EXPIRING 2020

DIACONATE
(NINE TOTAL MEMBERS)
Mary Boyer Gary Price Judi Funk
Carolyn Davis Cheryl Wolfe Koreen Villers
Sarah Cobb Kelly Bracey Wes Gray
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)
Jimmy Runion David Runion Scott Springer
Jud Bracey Olin Campbell Zvezdana Vlasic
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS) Sunday School Superintendent- Carolyn Davis
Crystal Gray Sarah Ferguson Jan Sweet
Jennifer Weyandt Lewis Villers Wanda Steele (Ex-officio)
BOARD OF OUTREACH & MISSIONS
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)
J. D. Long (unexpired term) Rebekah Hicks Bill Klaus
Marj Campbell Constance Brown Hayley Dadisman

BOARD OF WORSHIP
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)

Dawn Scheick
Hannah Dixon- Secretary

Bob Boyer
Dianna Wright

John Hicks
Chelsea McDowell

(FIVE TOTAL:

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

THREE ELECTED AND TWO APPOINTED BY THE PASTOR)

Pete Ferguson (Unexpired term)
Pastoral Appointments (2):

Barbara Smith
1.Tom Dadisman (2018)

Jovan Vlasic
2. Chuck Scheick (2019)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

(Three members plus the Financial Secretary and Treasurer and Assistant Financial Secretary and Treasurer)

Ex-officio —

Scott Springer (unexpired term)

George Davis
Clarence Wright (Financial Secretary)
Craig Cobb (Assistant Financial Secretary)

Marilyn Runion
Jacob Steele (Treasurer)
Jeff Allen (Assistant Treasurer)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(FIVE MEMBERS)

1. Gary Price- Chair 2. Zvezdana Vlasic 3. Jennifer Weyandt

4. 5.
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¢ Philippi Baptist Church
2 69 Church Street
< Philippi, WV 26416

Upcoming Events

Monday, January 1st— New Years Day— Church Office Closed

Saturday, January 6th— 7:30am— Men’s Prayer Breakfast at the Medallion
10am— Remove Christmas decorations

Sunday, January 7th— 10:30am- Communion & Deacon Relief Offering
11:45am— All Boards & Committees meetings

Sunday, January 14th— 7pm— Church Council meeting

Saturday, January 20th- 9:00am— Celebrate Recovery Leadership meeting

Sunday, January 21st— 11:45am— Annual Business Meeting




