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Welcome to Holy Week!  
We want to thank Luke Geraty for his article entitled Elevating Easter - 
Celebrating Christ’s Journey to the Cross and the Victorious                  
Resurrection 

“Holy Week, a central point of remembrance during the Christian calendar, focuses upon the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. This is no surprise. Had Jesus not risen from the dead, our faith would be useless, and 
we would still be guilty of our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). 
Holy Week helps us reflect upon the last week of Jesus’ life. There are a number of ways that Christians      
celebrate Holy Week, but there is a common commitment to expressing deep gratitude for Christ’s death and 
celebration of his resurrection! In this piece, I want to explore some of the significant events that took place 
from Palm Sunday to the Resurrection and suggest some ways in which your devotional life can become    
richer as you grow in your relationship with God. 
 
Palm Sunday 
(Matt. 21:1-11) 
Turning to Matthew’s Gospel, we read of Jesus’ triumphal entry into the city of Jerusalem. As Jesus made his 
way into the city, the crowds cried, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” As N.T. Wright notes, this passage has “royal implications”. Jesus was  
entering into Jerusalem as king, but few understood what kind of king he was. In fact, Jesus rode into         
Jerusalem on a donkey, a humble animal for a humble king (a fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9). 
In some traditions, Palm Sunday is celebrated by waving or anointing palm branches (or branches that are 
available) and much is made of the kingly reign of Jesus. During the first Holy Week, most people were     
unaware of the nature of Jesus’ kingship; today we look back and celebrate, fully aware that, as Abraham 
Kuyper famously stated, every square inch is his. Eastern tradition notes that the donkey Jesus rode in on was 
a sign of peace, whereas the horse, traditionally associated with a king, was a sign of war. 
 
Holy Monday 
(Mark 11:12-19) 
As Jesus made his way to the temple, he came upon a fig tree that had no fruit, to which he said, “May no one 
ever eat fruit from you again.” In Matthew’s gospel, we read that “the fig tree withered at once.” Once Jesus 
arrived at the temple he saw the money changers and observed how this sacred place was being abused. Thus, 
he cleansed the temple and said, “It is written, My house shall be called a house of prayer’, but you make it a 
den of robbers.” 
For Holy Monday, focus upon the withered fig tree. This serves to remind us that those who do not bear fruits 
of repentance will face judgment. Being a follower of Jesus means that we surrender our lives to him.          
Repenting from sin means that the direction of our lives change; we reorient and reorder our lives around 
King Jesus and his kingdom. “Bearing fruit” means that our faith and actions match up. Holy Monday marks a 
turn in the emotion of Holy Week as the “mood” becomes more reflective. 
 
Holy Tuesday 
(Matt. 21:20-25:46) 
Tuesday was a full day for Jesus and his disciples. Scripture indicates that as Jesus and his disciples make 
their way back to the temple, they see the withered fig tree and Jesus teaches his disciples a lesson about  
fruitfulness. Upon arriving at the temple, Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders enter into heated and         
controversial discussion about Jesus’ authority and where it came from. Finally, Jesus and the disciples made 
their way to the Mount of Olives and Matthew records Jesus’ teaching there. 
One way to appreciate Holy Tuesday is look to the Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30). This parable     
reminds us to remain steadfast and faithful, for Jesus promised he would return to reward or to judge. While 
our salvation is experienced by the grace of God through our faith and trust in Jesus (Eph. 2:8-9), we have 
been redeemed to be faithful and active in serving the world around us (Eph. 2:10). 
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Maundy Thursday 
(Matt. 26:17-46) 
As preparation for the Passover began, Jesus gathered his disciples together 
to celebrate a meal and give one of his last teachings to his disciples in what 
is called the upper room discourse (John 13:1–17:26). The Last Supper is 
where Jesus initiated the sacrament that has come to be known as          

Communion or the Eucharist. Jesus used bread and wine to point to a greater truth to come (his death) and 
took time to demonstrate what sacrificial service looked like by washing the feet of his disciples. After a long 
evening of fellowship and teaching, Jesus spent time in the garden of Gethsemane praying to his father, “not 
as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39 NIV). 
Maundy refers to “foot washing” and comes from the Latin mandatum. Traditionally, Maundy Thursday is 
celebrated as Christians gather together, fellowship with the breaking of bread, and wash each other’s feet. 
This is deeply humbling as well as a powerful opportunity to experience God’s presence as the bread and cup 
are received in the presence of the Christian community. Whether one identifies as Catholic, Orthodox, or 
Protestant, the celebration of communion and the washing of feet is a compelling approach to reflecting on 
Maundy Thursday. 
 
Good Friday 
(John 18:2-19:42) 
Shortly after midnight, Jesus was betrayed by Judas and arrested in Gethsemane. Jesus’ “trial,” if we can call 
it that, was actually before two governing bodies. He first stood trial, in the middle of the night, before the 
Jewish leaders Annas and Caiaphas and then, after sunrise, before all of the primary Jewish leaders, called the 
Sanhedrin (cf. John 18:13-24 and Matt. 26:57-27:2). After the Sanhedrin found Jesus guilty, he was brought 
on “trial” before the Romans. 
So early in the morning, Jesus stood before both Herod and Pontius Pilate, the Roman prefect (governor). One 
of the Roman customs was to grant the Jewish people the release of one prisoner whom they would choose. 
On this occasion, rather than choose a man whom had healed people, raised the dead, and fulfilled the Old 
Testament Scriptures, the crowds chose a rebel and murderer named Barabbas (Mark 15:7). 
Jesus, on the other hand, was flogged, given a crown of thorns, and condemned to die by crucifixion. His holy 
life was exchanged for the life of a known criminal. How peculiar that the crowds who had cried “Hosanna” 
five days earlier now cried, “Crucify him!” 
While Jesus carried the cross upon which he would soon hang, the crowds were divided, some expressing 
great sorrow for him, others celebrating his sentence. Along the way, Jesus became unable to carry his own 
cross and an onlooker was forced to carry it for him. Finally, after a long journey, Jesus was nailed to his 
cross, raised up before the crowds, and crucified. 
Because Good Friday is the day where Christians reflect on the death of Jesus, God’s Son, the day is a solemn 
occasion. After all, this is the day upon which human beings killed the son of God. Christian traditions       
approach the day for reflection in a variety of ways: fasting, “stripping the altar” (removing all decorative 
cloths from the altar), singing psalms and laments. Others will not celebrate Holy Communion until Easter 
Vigil (early morning before Easter sunrise). In some Christian traditions, believers will follow the events of 
Jesus’ journey by viewing artistic images of up to fourteen scenes called the Stations of the Cross (In fact, re-
cently churches have gone from simply displaying images that portray events that occurred on Good Friday to 
putting together multi-sensory experiences where you can walk through and hear, smell, view, and pray 
around these “stations”). The most important tradition is shared by all Christians: Good Friday is an invitation 
to meditate upon the tremendous sacrifice that Jesus made for his people. 
Holy Saturday 
Known as the “Great Sabbath,” Holy Saturday is considered a day of silence that points to how Christ 
“rested” physically in the tomb. Churches that have services on Holy Saturday often keep their worship    
gatherings simple and bare, encouraging participants to rest in anticipation for Easter. 
On Holy Saturday, taking a moment to pray and reflect on Jesus’ death is a practical way to remember God’s 
work. How does Jesus’ death affect you? What does his death mean for you, both personally and for the 
church? How might you respond to Jesus’ death? What areas of your life do you feel most affected by Jesus’ 
sacrificial death? 
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Easter Sunday 
(Luke 24:1-53) 
Early Sunday morning, as women went to the tomb Jesus had been buried 
in, something incredible happened! Instead of finding Jesus body, the tomb 
was empty! All that Jesus had spoken and promised concerning his death 
and his resurrection had happened! As the women were perplexed and trying 

to figure out what had happened, two men (angels!) appeared to them and said, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen” (Luke 24:5-6). The crucified Son of God was no longer in the 
grave but had been powerfully raised from the dead! This is the most significant event in all of recorded      
history! 
Instead of saying “Hello” to one another, on Easter Sunday, many Christians greet each other with the Easter 
Acclamation. This custom starts with one person saying, “Christ is risen!” and the other person responding, 
“He is risen indeed!” So important is the Resurrection that Peter, in his introductory prayer of blessing, stated 
that God “has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). Death could not hold Jesus, the Lamb of God. Rather, that grave was opened and Jesus 
came back and was seen first by the women at the tomb, the disciples, and by over 500 others (1 Cor. 15:4-6). 
The Resurrection separates Jesus from all other religious leaders because all the others are still in their graves. 
And followers of Jesus participate in the power of the resurrection through the Holy Spirit. As Paul writes, “If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you” (Rom. 8:11). The same Spirit, the 
Holy Spirit, that raised Jesus from the dead, will give life to you. 
Jesus victoriously conquered death, which fuels Christian worship and empowers their celebration of both 
God’s great mercy and powerful acts of salvation. Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” 
http://www.newidentitymagazine.com/live/elevating-easter/ 
Shalom – Pastor Jon – 304.531.2918 
Luke Geraty is a young budding pastor/theologian interested in ecclesiology, missional theology, and coffee. Husband 
of one, father of five, and deeply committed to proclaiming Jesus and the kingdom, Luke contributes regularly to 
ThinkTheology.org, MultiplyVineyard.org, and VineyardScholars.org.  

The Board of Christian Education is offering $1,000 in scholarship to students at ABU. 
ABU Scholarship Criteria: 

GPA:  3.0 
ACT score:  20 and up 
Attend church regularly 

Letter of intent/request must be submitted 
Ten service hours to the church or church affiliate must be completed per semester. 

 
$1,000.00 will be awarded each year.  This amount will be divided by the number of students 

chosen. 
 Dates to apply:  January 1-May 1 2018 
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Rev. Gene Adkins 
AB University, Faculty, staff, and students 

Amerson Family 
Barbour County Homeless 

Vernon Barley Family 
Phil Bowers and other officials 

Gayle Bruns 
Gwen Carpenter 

Celebrate Recovery 
David Cobb 
Code Blue 

State & National Leadership 
Local ministries 

Jane Mattaliano Family 
Cindy Maxon  

Judy Mossburg 
Brenda Price 
Karen Riffle 

Margaret Salimi 
Henry & Max Scheick 

Sara Stout 
Dave Weyandt 

Tim Wilson 
PBC Abide Youth 

Unspoken requests for family members, unsaved people,  
community concerns,  job and home loss, financial  

difficulties. 
Also, in need of prayer: Our nation, state, and country 
leaders and officials.  Please pray for victims of crime, 
war and violence throughout our country.   

Pray for protection for military personnel and 
their families throughout the world and those 
serving our country:  

Captain Aaron Cross 
Tim Jenkins,  
Brian Lundell 

Amber Underwood 
 Major Kris Wood  

 

Pray for these missionary families serving 
around the world: 

The Myers in Mexico 
The Aragons in Mexico 

The Smiths in Haiti 
The Vances in Kenya 

The Orners in Madagascar 
The Reeds in Bolivia 

Debbie Mulneix consultant for International 
Ministries 

Praises 
ABU Mission Team 

Linda Howell 
Joann Marsh 

Christina Wentz 

Blair Marks (VA Nursing Home), Vangie 
Shaffer, (Mansfield  Place), Austin Whitman 
(Talbott Nursing Home), Germaine Whitman 

(Texas) 
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Sunday, April 1st– 7:00 am– Sonrise Service at Burbick Lobby 
                               8:00 am– Breakfast at PBC 
                               10:30am– Morning Worship, Communion & Deacon Relief Offering       
                               11:45am– Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 7th– 7:30am– Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday, April 8th-  11:45am- Board of Christian  Meeting 
                                              - Board of Missions & Outreach 
                                              - Board of Trustees 
                                  3:00pm- Blue & Gray Choir Rehearsal 
                                  4:00pm– Pastoral relations Committee Meeting 
Friday, April 13th-15th– Women’s Camp at Camp Cowen 
Saturday, April 14th– CRBC Leadership Training 
Sunday, April 15th– 11:45am– Quarterly Business Meeting 
                                  -3:00pm– Blue & Gray Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, April 20th– 5:00pm– Philippi Main Street art Stroll  
Saturday, April, 21st– Omega at Camp Cowen 
Sunday, April 22nd— Cowen Sunday 
                                    11:45am– ABU Mission Team Hunger Banquet 
                                      3:00pm– Blue & Gray Choir Rehearsal 
                                      5:00pm– Board of Worship Meeting 
Thursday, April26th -  7:00pm– Blue & Gray Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, April 27th– Saturday, April 28th– AB Men’s Work Week at Camp Cowen 
Saturday, April 28th- 8:00am– Adopt-a-Highway 
Sunday, April 29th– 3:00pm– Blue & Gray Choir Rehearsal 
Monday, April 30th– Wednesday, May 2nd– Golden’eers Retreat at Parchment Valley 

Code Blue is in need of individually packed food items. Any 
donations would be greatly appreciated. 

The Board of Worship is looking for volunteers to 
work in the sound booth on a rotating basis. Training 
will be provided. Please contact the church office or 
Dianna Wright to sign up.  

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast on April 
7th at 7:30AM at 

the  Medallion 
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Sundays Sunday School 
AM Worship 
PBCY 

9:15am 
10:30am 
6:00pm 

Mondays Celebrate  Recovery Praise Team Practice  
Celebrate Recovery 

4:45pm 
6:30pm 

Tuesdays Women’s Bible Study (@ Sarah Cobb’s 
house) 

12:45pm 

Wednesdays Midweek Service 
Chancel Choir 

6pm 
7:15pm 

 April 1st April 8th April 15th April 22th April 29th 

Nursery  
Birth to 4 
years 

Sarah, Pete & Sam 
Ferguson 

Rebekah Hicks & 
Emily Meader  

Zvezdana Vlasic 
& Bonnie 
Daugherty 

Cheryl Wolfe & 
Hannah Dixon  

Jennifer Weyandt 
& Kelly Bracey  

Children’s 
Church 
5 years to  
4th grade 

 
Jim & Wanda 

Steele 

 
Kelly Bracy & 

Jennifer Weyandt 

 
Koreen & Bobby 

Villers 

 
Crystal, Wes & 

Jacob Gray 

Jennifer Weyandt 
& Kelly Bracey 

Children’s Volunteer Watch and Teach Calendar for April 

2– Christian Stull 

2– Jody Sperry 

2– Allison Villers 

4- Brenda Price 

12- Anthony Hinkle 

12- Jacob Gray 

13– George Sommer 

27– George Davis 

28– Darlene Waddell 

 

Anniversaries 

10- Glenn & Jan Sweet 

16– Ken & Darlene Waddell 

17– Randy & Michelle Moore 

20– William & Shirley Jacobs 

25– Jim & Wanda Steele 
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Philippi Baptist Church 
69 Church Street 
Philippi, WV 26416 

The Landing (6th– 12th grade) 
Celebration Place (K-5th grade) 
Nursery Provided 


