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Happy New Year!
For the first twenty years of my life, I heard these words in the same
place with many of the same people! We traveled 42 miles one way to
attend the Watch Night Service held at the Rush Run Baptist Church
next to Steer Creek in the heart of Calhoun County, WV. My Dad was
the pastor there for thirty-three years. At 7pm the "first round" of special singing would begin as all the
different singing groups would take a turn to share in song and testimony. Then we would break at 9pm
for a feed that would rival any banquet table spread for a king! We would then gather back to finish out
"round two" as we continued to count down the old year together singing praises to Lord and Savior and
sharing this time surrounded by folks that loved us! Right around 11:55pm, we would all start to move to
the outer edges of the sanctuary, join hands, and let my Dad have a few final words before we prayed
out the old year and shouted in the new! We would then turn to one another, say "Happy New Year,"
and embrace one and all.
You may have long standing traditions for the New Year, or a mixture of experiences. My heartfelt words
to you this year is meant to ring clear regardless. Happy New Year! Your love and acceptance of our
family has been received during this past year of transition for us. We know of God's presence in each
step of this journey because of your actions and support! A warm thank you is in order for the gracious
Christmas Gift to our family not to mention all the cards and goodies given individually as well! We are
blessed to be here and look forward to this New Year as we embark upon 2017 together.
This will be the seventh time, I sign a Minister-Church Agreement since arriving in February, 2010. In
this document we mutually agree to support one another in private and public prayer. Thank you for that
continued commitment as we enter into our seventh chapter together. We agree to work together on the
following identified areas of ministry:
Preaching - Leadership - Interpreting the Faith - Evangelism - Worship Planning & Leadership Nurturing Fellowship - Pastor Care - Visitation
And we agreed to focus on the following areas of ministry:
Ministry to young families and single adults
Assessment of community needs and how the church can reach out in new ways
Senior adult ministries
For me, it is a very helpful time to evaluate where we have been and then to see where we need to stay
or adjust the course of Philippi Baptist Church. Henry Blackaby and Claude King in their
workbook, Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, offers us these insights:
God is always at work around you. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and
personal. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. God speaks by the Holy Spirit
through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.
God's invitation of you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith and
action. You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. You come to know
God by experience as you obey him and He accomplishes His work through you.
These words ring true and clear as we move forward together here at Philippi Baptist Church! I would
like to leave you with three questions that would be worth our time to consider together:
What does the pastor need to know about his performance or the performance of the staff?
What are the challenges the church is facing?
What appears to be going extremely well in the life of the church?
Thank you again for the opportunity to serve with you in this corner of God's Kingdom!
Shalom,
Pastor Jon
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January—the month for new beginnings and new resolutions, a good time to develop good new habits.
As we were reminded in our recent study of Ephesians, Paul and Jesus himself urged us to pray “without
ceasing,” surely a good new habit to start this January.
We offer the following poem as a starter, an opportunity to pray at least four times a day using the words of
“Lord of All Hopefulness,” a hymn written by Joyce Torreens-Graham in 1931 and included in over sixty
hymnals. The tune she used is called SLANE. It’s an old Irish melody and hymn, well known to most
Christians using the lyrics of “Be Thou My Vision.” We invite you to start the new year with these beautiful
prayers.
Lord of All Hopefulness
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares can destroy,
Be there at our waking and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands soft to welcome, your arms to embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the evening of the day.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Amen.
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Levi, Elaine Abram’s grandson
AB University, Faculty, staff, and students
Barbour County Homeless
Phil Bowers and other local officials
Celebrate Recovery
Code Blue
Debbie Butrock
Mike Burr
Pat Cain
Rofer Delauder
Noah Findley
Charles Hinkle
Sherry Jones
Shirley Keen
Bailey Larrison
New Leadership
David Linger
David Allen Mace family
Local ministries
Kenny Phillips
Gary Price
Araella Renee
Annie Rowan family
Debbie Spinnenweber
Janet Stephens’s grandson
Darlene Waddell
Bill Walker
Jim Warfuel
Carla Weaver
Mark Wilfong
Cheryl Wolfe
PBC Abide Youth
Unspoken requests for family members, unsaved people,
community concerns, job and home loss, financial
difficulties.
Also, in need of prayer: Our nation, state, and country
leaders and officials. Please pray for victims of crime,
war and violence throughout our country.

Blair Marks, Vangie Shaffer
(Mansfield Place), Germaine &
Austin Whitman

Jan Byrer
Jack Dunlap
Len Johnson
Sue Lobello new great grandson
Margaret Salimi
Barbara Springer twin great grandsons
New Van
Carrie Vlasic
Burt Wilfong

3- Elizabeth Sweet
4- Elizabeth Withers
7- Gage Poling
9- Robert Digman
9-Sue LoBello
10- Petar Vlasic
10- Jeff Allen
11- Jaclyn Smith
17- Marija Sommer
19- Saige Cline
20- Linda Long
23- Dennis Stull
25- Sara Poling

Pray for protection for military personnel and
their families throughout the world and those
serving our country:
Captain Aaron Cross
Tim Jenkins,
Brian Lundell
Corporal Anthony Perry, Sr.
Amber Underwood
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December 28, 2016
Dear Members and Friends of the Philippi Baptist Church,
During our discussion on the proposed 2017 budget, the Finance Committee was tasked to review our
recent budget shortfalls and come up with a plan to ensure ongoing financial stability for our Church. The
problem appears to be two-fold. While our spending has been reduced, our receipts have dropped even
more. There are fewer contributing families that make up our financial base. In the last two years, this is
primarily due to members either moving away or passing on. The remaining families have been generous;
however, the bottom line is that we need to increase our attendance and income, or cut our expenses even
more.
Our Plan
We propose to include designated giving at the rate we have sustained for the past few years within
the budget. This includes missions and ministries such as Code Blue, Mountain Hospice and Celebrate
Recovery. This increases our budget from $182,000 to $200,000 for 2017. At the same time, we want to
eliminate designated giving in general. If we receive a check designated for any purpose, we will apply this
amount to our general fund and count it as funding a line item our church has already voted to support. If
the check is designated for something that is not in our budget, we will return the check and ask you to send
your donation directly to the designee. Alternatively, if the congregation identifies a separate need that is
not included in the budget, we can hold a special collection to address that need.
To meet the budgeted $200,000 we need to be able to collect $50,000 each calendar quarter. That is
approximately $3850 each Sunday. At the end of the first quarter we will review our receipts and adjust our
spending. For example, if we receive $45,000, or 90% of our goal, we will cut salaries and mission
spending by 10% across the board. Currently out of a $200,000 budget, salaries account for $123,700 or
62% of the total budget while missions spending accounts for $30,700 or 15% of the total budget. If we fall
$5000 short in our collections, our spending would be directly reduced by $3850 during the next quarter.
Approximately $3000 would be reductions in salaries. Our hourly employees would have their work hours
adjusted accordingly. We would also ask the boards to curtail spending to account for the remaining
$1,150 quarterly deficit. Clearly, we do not have much flexibility for reductions in areas such as utility or
insurance payments.
We will discuss the plan and budget in the January Business Meeting. We can receive your
comments and will answer your questions at that time. If there are questions or concerns that you would
like us to discuss, you may provide them to someone on the Finance Board before then. We will continue
providing weekly updates of receipts and expenses in the bulletin throughout the year. However, these
updates will now include the overall percentage of receipts, based on the proposed budget.
Sincerely yours,
Finance Board
Olin Campbell, Financial Secretary
Clarence Wright, Assistant Financial Secretary
Jeff Allen, Treasurer
Craig Cobb, Assistant Treasurer
Rebecca Hicks
Gary Price
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Sundays

Sunday School
AM Worship
Abide Youth Ministry

9:15am
10:30am
6pm

Mondays

Celebrate Recovery Praise Team Practice
Celebrate Recovery

4:45pm
6:30pm

Tuesdays

Women’s Bible Study (@ Sarah Cobb’s house)

12:45pm

Wednesdays

Midweek Service
Chancel Choir Practice

6pm
7:15pm

Children’s Volunteer Watch and Teach Calendar for January
January 1st

January 8th

January 15th

Nursery

Wanda Steele &
Emily Meader

Children’s
Church

Kelly Bracey & Koreen & Thomas
Jennifer Weyandt
Villers

Rebekah Hicks & Zvezdana Vlasic
Margaret Salimi
& Bonnie
Daugherty
Sarah, Pete &
Sam Ferguson

January 22nd

January 29th

Cheryl Wolfe &
Hannah Dixon

Crystal Gray &
Wanda Steele

Crystal & Wes
Gray

American Baptist Women’s Ministries will meet
at 9:00AM on Tuesday, January 3rd
Poverty in America
Bible Book of the Month - Hosea
We will be collecting Campbell’s Soup labels and
Box Tops for Education throughout the year.

The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on January 7th at
7:30 AM at the Medallion. All Men and Boys are invited to
come for some good fellowship, food and to talk about almost anything. Come and get to know someone you’ve
seen, but never had a chance to talk to.
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Sunday, January 1st– 10:30am– Communion & Deacon Relief Offering
Monday, January 2nd– Office closed in observance of New Years Day
10:00am-3:30pm– Blood Drive at PBC
Tuesday, January 3rd– 9:00am– American Baptist Women’s Ministry meeting
Saturday, January 7th– 7:30am– Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Medallion
10:00am– Unhanging of the Greens
Sunday, January 8th– 12:00pm– Fellowship Luncheon
2:00pm– All Boards and Committees meeting
7:30pm– Church Council meeting
Sunday January 15th– Celebrate Recovery Barbour County Sunday
7:00pm– Hannah & Friends Benefit concert
Saturday January 21st– 10:00am– CRBC Leadership training
Sunday, January 22nd– 7:00pm– Annual Meeting
Saturday, January 28th-CRBC Tubing trip to Canaan Valley

Vacation
Pastor Jon will be on vacation December 26thJanuary 2nd. Area Minister, Rev. David Hulme will
be bringing the morning message on January 1st.

We are starting a new 6-week Beginnings Connections
class January 4th at 6:00PM. We encourage new
families to come as we will be offering a program for
children and youth at the same time.
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PHILIPPI BAPTIST CHURCH
OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES – 2017
MODERATOR
VICE MODERATOR
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ASSISTANT FINANCIAL SECRETARY
TREASURER
ASSISTANT TREASURER
CLERK
TERM EXPIRING 2017

Glenn Sweet (2018)
(Unexpired term) John Hicks (2017)
Craig Cobb (2018)
Clarence Wright (2017)
Jeff Allen (2017)
(2018)
Hayley Dadisman (2017)
TERM EXPIRING 2018

TERM EXPIRING 2019

DIACONATE
(NINE TOTAL MEMBERS)

Gerald Fogg- Co- treasurer
Jovan Vlasic
Christie Allen

Mary Boyer
Carolyn Davis
Sarah Cobb

Gary Price
Cheryl Wolfe
Kelly Bracey

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)

Wes Gray
Pete Ferguson

Jimmy Runion
Jud Bracey

David Runion
Olin Campbell

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)

Hayley Dadisman
Zvezdana Vlasic

Sunday School Superintendent- Carolyn Davis

Crystal Gray
Jennifer Weyandt

Sarah Ferguson
Lewis Villers

BOARD OF OUTREACH & MISSIONS
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)

Megan Ray (Unexpired term)
Koreen Villers

Madison Riffle
Marj Campbell

Rebekah Hicks
Constance Brown

BOARD OF WORSHIP
(SIX TOTAL MEMBERS)

Sue Lobello
Brenda Price (unexpired term)

Dawn Scheick
Hannah Dixon

Bob Boyer
Dianna Wright

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
(FIVE TOTAL: THREE ELECTED AND TWO APPOINTED BY THE PASTOR)

Jan Sweet
Pastoral Appointments (2):

Judi Funk
1.Tom Dadisman (2018)

Barbara Smith
2.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
(Three members plus the Financial Secretary and Treasurer and Assistant Financial Secretary and Treasurer)

(unexpired term)
Scott Springer (unexpired term)
Ex-officio –
Craig Cobb (Financial Secretary)
Clarence Wright (Assistant Financial Secretary)

George Davis
Jeff Allen (Treasurer)
Scott Springer (Assistant Treasurer)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(FIVE MEMBERS)

Carolyn Davis- Chair 2.Gary Price 3. Margaret Salimi 4. Zvezdana Vlasic 5. Madison Riffle
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Philippi Baptist Church
69 Church Street
Philippi, WV 26416

The Landing (6th– 12th grade)
Celebration Place (K-5th grade)
Nursery Provided
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